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#ielligence Is Vital

Official intelligence felating 'to

plans for the ill-fated invasion of
Cuba must havé“been neither ade-
quate Tn quantity nor correctly ana-
lyzed. W e

Since sound facts are the, basig for
-sound policy, it is impérative ‘that
' the nation’s vital intelligence activi-
' ties be examined so that such a mis-

take will not be repeated. President
‘Kennedy has just appointed Dr.
' James R. Killian Jr. to head a com-
mittee charged - with making such
an examination. He previously had
asked Gen. Maxwell D. Taylor to in-
. vestigate the nation’s .policies and
capabilities in the field of guerrilla
warfare. From these two studies may
' come not only an answer as to what
went wrong in Cuba, but also some
revision in our military and intelli-
gence activities.

Intelligence and its correct ana-
lysis are of the utmost importance to
"national security: That was recog-
, nized by Congressg in 1947 jl}en it
‘revised the wariime. Office of Stra-
tegic Services into the Central Intelli-
' gence Agency to coordimate over-all
governniéit intelligence work relat-
ing to national security. It was au-

‘ thorized to undertake such tasks as "

: the National Security Council might

. direct. It's findings were to be avail--

"able to the executive branch of
government. ’

Congregs, apparently had. jn.mind
“the Pear]l Harpor experience when

officials'didn’t deal adequately with -

'the information that was made avail-
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able. The intelligence had not been
disseminated and analyzed proper-'

ly. Under today’s conditions infor-

- sition Must never ‘be static.
- Qther, intelligénce. failures have

time they know that a coup is pend-

Duies ha%g&e_dah‘g cap-
ab aclal, 1t is high time %Lat our
‘intelligence setup be reviewed and

mation needs to be reviewed almost:
hourlyt Estimates of the nation’s po-

left their marks ‘on higlory. The
Kaiser aﬂa‘ "Adolf Hitler both miscal-
culated the strength and determinaz

tion of tiieir- enemies. The United/!
States underestimated its infdrma
tion about:Red Chinese activity in |
Korea. The French government only :
recently. was caught by surprise in |
Algiers.

Intelligedce-gathering iy mot an |

exact &cience. And it cannot be con- !
ducted successfully in the glare of '
national publicity. Officials can’t be
expected to advise the public every-

ing in some foreign country. But it
is hecoming more and more exact as
scientific methods come into greater
play. - '
Although the Central“Inte}ligence
Agency has chalked up gome notable’

successes and, its directon w.

strengthened. The nation might sur-

vive another Cuban debacle, serious .

and humiliating as that has been,
but it might not  survive another
Harbor.And the nation needs
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6 know, not for the sake of placing
the biame but for purposes of cor-
rection, just what _went wrong in

Cuba.
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